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| WASHmeN Mamh 18--A senior
l Democrat on -the. Senata Intelligence
| , Committee accused the Reagan Admin-
| istration today. of seversly restricting | .
: : the flow of secret information to Con-

o -gress, The Democrat, Senator Josepn

l R. Bidenof Delaware, said that this re-
|' strictive policy was part of a broaderat-

v . Senator Biden cited. as- evidence |.
) ! -White House support for bills that would
: ' " limit the Freedom of Information Act
¥ . and makaeita crime to identity intelli.
gence agents engaged in secrst mis.
" sions, In addition, he noted that Presi-
: dent Reagan had sald in an intetview
made public Manday that journalists
smh:nds “trust us, and put themselm in
. "Everything !s cloaing down,
Mr. Biden said in an intarview. “The
:whole attlméais justvery vexy ditfer-
ent.

“1&1979 wbm thea cameup
here, Icould ask the following quaticn'
:*Tell us what’s happening in El
* Salvader?’ ” Senator Biden said, *

: would give a detailed aceoumt; incd
- ing the blemishes, Now,au!'ngeus
i whatﬁmymttozel] me,’ s

Mr. Biden's comments 'came as the

Senate centinued to debate the bill that
-vwould -make identificaticn of intelli.
. gence agents a crime, The key argu-

. ment is aver the standard of pmot be

usedindeﬂningaviolaﬁon. - :
The bill as sex;t to the Senate fmm

. committee wonld requirs. prosecutors.
. to prove that an accused had an “intent
“to impalr or impede the Ioreign'intelll-
: gence activities of the United States.'”
¢ An amendment offered by Senator John’
# H. Chatee, Republican of Rhode Island,
" wrould establish a looser standard, 5 g

 BySTEVENY. RGBER‘IS

tempt to limitaccess toinformation. ;-

‘many-reporters a’ year, The Govern.’

uiﬁ:-..

clcsure would be a crime if the detend.
ant had “reason to believe” such. ac-
tions would harm Americaninterests, "'
Language- similar to the Chates.’
amendment was put’ into -the: House-
gssed version of thé bill last Septern;
r. Today, advecates of the proposai @
defended the locser standard as wsen-
tial for American security interests. .

In recent weeks; however, o;:pments

of the Chafee amendment have become - '

more active. Debate today focused on
the charge that the amendrent could-
bavea *‘chilling eflect” onefforts tora
poncn mtemgenceacﬁviﬁw. S

Senator Dante} Patzick Moynlhan.
Democrat of New York, said that The
New York Times has rnm a series of ar-
ticles on the activities oY two Jormerin-
telligence agents, Frank £. Terpil and.
Edwin P, Wilsw in aidmg the Govem-
mentofLibya, = %

" While those ardcla might niot’ have
nmifthe(:hafaeamerdmentwrein
effect, the Seznator. 3aid, “'they were
verymuchin the interests of the United
States and the mtelligence communio

ty.”
"Anerall ” headded, “emTheNew
York'ﬂmu can onlyatiord to defend s0:

gxﬁnt can dﬁtmy a newspaper by suing
;gmmr Chafee’ deﬁ;ﬂed ne"nmﬁ
other'newspapers for opposing
13- bill and not appreciating, in his view,.
the danger pose?1 bymthose who menﬁty
agentaactingm er intelligence cover.
'The press view-is, that’s life, we:
can't helpitina, freesodety . Senator
Chafee sald. He accused his cpponents.;
of “*dragging & red herring across the.

ciﬂcintmtwmﬂdbedmpped anda

A

F discussion” bymendcnlng the azﬁcl&n.v_ o
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